Butterworth Gospel Hall

Wisdom and Folly

2nd May, 2010
A study of Proverbs chs. 8 and 9

Study 1: The Character of Wisdom.

Pro. Ch. 8


Intro.: 
Ch. 9 is the Climax and Conclusion of Solomon’s Poems to “my son”
Chs. 1-9



Ch. 10 Commences a Collection of two-lined Proverbs to Chapter 22:16
Chs. 10-22:16



The book Concludes with Pithy Wise Sayings from Solomon and other Sources.
Chs. 22:17-31:31

I. The Character of Wisdom.

Pro. Ch. 8

A. The Personality of Wisdom – Introduction.
8:1

1. Wisdom and Folly as Presented in Previous Chapters.
Chs. 1-7

a. The Role of Wisdom.

i. The Prime Purpose in Proverbs – to know Wisdom, instruction and understanding.
Pro. 1:1, 2-7

ii. The Profit of Possessing it – if thou sleekest her as silver…as for hidden treasures. 
Pro. 2:1, 4-10

iii. The Preciousness of it – merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver. 
3:13, 14-20

iv. The Preservation by it – Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee.
4:1, 6-13

v. On Pondering how to get it – Go to the ant…consider her ways, and be wise.
5:1, 2; 6:6; 7:4

vi. In Praise of the Personality of Wisdom 
Pro. Ch. 8 (1-21)

b. The Role of Folly: (Only occurrence in chs. 1-9)
Pro. 5:22, 23, NRSV
i. The Error of folly leads people astray: because of their great folly they are lost.
5:23b

ii. Their Ensnarement with the wicked – the iniquities of the wicked ensnare them.
5:22a


iii. Their Entanglement in sin – they are caught in the toils of their sin.
5:22b

iv. Their End in death – They die for lack of discipline. 
5:23a

Cf. Other occurrences of Foolish in 
9:6, 13

2. Wisdom and Folly as Presented by Paul in Corinthians.
I Cor. 1-3 (1:18-25)

a. Divine Wisdom:

I Cor. 

i. It is the Power of God, and the wisdom of God …
1:21, 24; 2:5, 7

· In the Person of Christ: Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom.
I Cor. 1:30

· In the Preaching of the Gospel – We preach Christ Crucified
1:23, 24

ii. It is the Presentation (demonstration) of the Spirit and of power.
2:4

b. Delinquent Wisdom – Folly or Foolishness
I Cor. 

i. It is the Wisdom of Words – preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words.
1:17

ii. It is the Wisdom of the “Wise” – I will destroy the wisdom of the wise
1:19

iii. It is Man’s Wisdom Expressed in Enticing Words – enticing words of man's wisdom.
2:4, 5, 13

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
3:20

iv. It is the Wisdom of the World – hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
1:20, 21; 2:6; 3:19

c. The Divided views concerning Wisdom and Folly.

i. To the Perishing the Preaching of the Cross is Foolishness.
1:18a

ii. To the Proud Jews such Preaching of Christ Crucified is a stumbling block.
1:23

iii. To the Philosophical Greeks (Gentiles), it is foolishness.
1:23

iv. To the People saved by grace, it is Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
1:24

The Power of God has made foolish the wisdom of this world.
1:18b, 20b

And only through such “foolish” Proclamation of the Cross that they can be saved
1:21

God’s “foolishness” is Wiser than men; and the Weakness of God is stronger than men. 1:25

· The natural man Receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
2:14a
· He Regards them as foolishness; he cannot know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 2:14b
· On the Reverse, the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.
3:19

3. Wisdom as Represented in the Context of Proverbs chs. 8 and 9
Pro. 8:22- 36

a. The Personification of Wisdom.

Pro. 8:1-21

b. The Person of Wisdom – Christ?

Pro. 8:22-36

Therefore also said the Wisdom of God; Christ Jesus…is made unto us wisdom… Cf. Lk. 11:49; I Cor. 1:30

c. The Prudent Ways of the Woman named Wisdom.
Pro. 9:1-12

B. The Personification of Wisdom. 
Pro. 8:1-21, 32-36

1. Her Earnest Entreaty – Doth not wisdom cry?
8:1-5

a. Her Personal Companion joins in – understanding put forth her voice?
8:1
b. Her Public Cry in Cities and at Crossroads – get prudence and understanding.
8:5, NRSV

c. The People Called – O men…sons of man (Adam); O ye simple…fools
8:4, 5

2. Her Enlightening Reasons for listening to her:
8:6-11
a. She only speaks of noble and Right things, as understanding and knowledge.
8:6, 9

b. She utters truth and Rejects wickedness.
8:7

c. Her words are Righteous and nothing perverse,
8:8

d. Her wise instruction is Richer than Rubies, silver or gold – Receive it!
8:10, 11

3. Her Excellent and Magnificent ways.
8:12-21
a. Her Residential companions – prudence, knowledge and discretion.
8:12, NIV

b. Her Reverence for the Lord – hate evil, pride, arrogance, evil behaviour, perverse speech. 8:13

c. Kings, Rulers, judges, leaders seek her good advice, sound wisdom, insight, strength. 
8:14-16


d. She has Riches and Righteousness, durable and precious for those who will Receive her. 8:17-21
4. The Extension of her Entreaty.

8:32-36
a. Hearken to her Injunction and Hear her Instruction.
8:32, 33

b. Happy is he who Hears her – Watch and Wait for her daily.
8:34

c. Find her, and Find life and Favour with the Lord.
8:35

d. He that Hates her Harms Himself and loves death.
8:36

C. The Person of Wisdom.

Pro. 8:22-31

1. Her Origin

8:22-26
a. The Lord Possessed her, not “created” (NIV) but “brought forth” (NRSV).
8:22a cf. Col 1:15
b. Her Past was in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.
8:22b

c. Her Pre-existence:

8:23

i. Set up from everlasting, i.e. to appoint or establish
8:23a cf. Psa. 2:6
ii. from the beginning – i.e. before the world was begun to be made
8:23b cf. Jn. 1:1; 17:5

iii. or ever the earth was – i.e. before the world began.

8:23c, NRSV
iv. When there were no depths, I was brought forth, 
8:24a
i.e. When there were no oceans, I was given birth,
NRSV
v. When there were no fountains abounding with water, i.e. springs in earth’s interior.
8:24b; Gen. 7:11
vi. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 
8:25
Cf. “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.”
Ps 90:2
vii. While as yet he had not made the earth [cultivated], nor the fields [uncultivated land],
8:26a
viii. nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 
8:26b
Literally, the head of the dusts of the world. The world's first bits of soil?

NIV
2. Her Operations

8:27-29
a. When He prepared the heavens, I was there: 
8:27a
When God made the firmament, and divided the waters above it and below 
Cf. Gen. 1:7

b. When He set a compass [circuit or circle]upon the face of the depth:
8:27b cf. Job 22:14; Isa. 40:22
c. When He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains of the deep:
8:28 cf. Gen. 1:7
d. When He gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: 8:29a cf. Job 38:8
e. When He appointed the foundations of the earth:
8:29b cf. Job 38:4
Cf. Christ:

Jn. 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.


The same was in the beginning with God.


All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.


In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.


And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
3. Her Office – Compare Christ, the Wisdom of God.

8:30, 31 cf. Lk. 11:49
a. Then I was by Him, 

Cf. Jn. 1:2
b. as one brought up with Him: 

Cf. Eph. 3:9; Heb. 1:2
c. and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him;
Cf. Mt. 3:17; 17:5
Literally, I was delights day by day, or “I had delight continually” 


d. Rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth; 
Cf. Psa. 104:31
e. and my delights were with the sons of men.
Cf. Heb. 2:6-8
Conclusion: Pro. 8:32-36

See #B. 4 above

Study 1: The Character of Wisdom.
Pro. Ch. 8

Study 2: The Comparison and Contrast of Wisdom with Folly.
Pro. Ch. 9

